
RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR MAGIC GATHERING 

“GOLDEN CAT” 2022 

1. Participation: 

 

a) Magic Gathering “Golden Cat” (The Gathering) is organized under the auspices and supervision of 

the Municipality of Gabrovo and  The Organizers, and is open to : 

· Every magician (pro or amateur) willing to attend with no age restriction; 

· Every fan of the art willing to be a part of the gathering. 

b) The participants are separated in the following categories, as all categories pay the tax mentioned 

in the web-site: 

· Guest – everyone willing to attend – access to all to all the events of The Gathering; 

· Contestant – everyone willing to take part in the competitions – access to all the events of The 

Gathering; 

· Dealer – selling magic probs - access to all the events of The Gathering; 

c) Number of Competitors is limited to 40 for all the categories together; 

d) A contestant who has been awarded a prize in a previous Gathering is not allowed to compete 

again with essentially the same act; 

e) A contestant must be a paid registrant of the Gathering during which the contest is held. 

The organizing committee must have received the duly signed registration form for the contest, 

The Technical Blank and the convention fee , at least one day before the opening of the Gathering; 

f) All contestants, as a right of competition agree to abide by and be bound by these Contest Rules 

and Procedures. 

 

2. Jury : 

a) To determine all prizes and other awards , a Jury of 5 judges is composed. All of them are well 

known and respected pros. The President of the Jury will have the final decision if two Contestants 

have the same points; 

b) All judges, including the Jury President, are chosen by the Organizers; 



c) Judges will be exempt from paying a convention registration fee, and will get all the probs to their 

job; 

d) The decisions of the judges, are final and not subject to appeal; 

e) The President of the jury will send a full report of the contest results, with appropriate remarks 

and observations, to the Organizers. They are obliget to give them to everyone concerned. 

 

3.Categories: 

a) The contest performances are open in the following categories: 

· - Manipulation: A magic stage act wholly or largely based on sleight of hand. 

· - General Magic: A magic stage act which is, in most cases, a mix of several of the other categories. 

The props used are usually smaller than the ones used in a Stage Illusion act. Some performances 

using modern high-tech or video technology can also be categorized under this denomination. 

· - Stage Illusions: A magic stage act in which huge props are used (even when these are not visible to 

the audience). Often several people and/or animals are involved. 

· - Comedy Magic: A magic stage act of which the main purpose is to make people laugh. It can be 

based on any one of the aforementioned categories, provided the emphasis is laid on the magic 

nature of the performance; 

· - Mental Magic: Branch of magic comprising demonstrations of apparent extraordinary or 

supernatural mental powers, such as telepathy, clairvoyance, precognition, telekinesis, super 

memory, lightning calculation and simulations of mediumistic phenomena; 

· Close-up Magic: Acts, intended to be performed for small groups of people in close proximity. The 

contestant can be seated or standing behind a table, mostly with some members of the audience 

also seated at this table, but the act can also be presented standing up without any use of a table. 

The items used are generally small and most effects directly involve the spectators or participants; 

· Junior Magic – all the magicians under the age of 16. 

b) If the Judges are of the shared opinion that it would be in the best interests of a contestant to 

change his category, they are entitled to make such a change. 

 

4. CONTESTANTS AND THE CONTEST PERFORMANCE : 

a) A contestant is responsibile for his own performance. 

b) A contestant must present a complete act (not a single trick) of at least four minutes and not more 

than ten minutes. 

c) A contestant can only present two acts in the mentioned categories. 



d) A contestant who presents an act that is obviously a copy of the act, or a significant or typical part 

of it, of another performer, will be disqualified. 

e) Performances, mainly depending on a pre-arrangement between the contestant and a volunteer 

or assistant in the know, are not considered magic performances. The contest, being a contest on the 

performance of magic, the Jury can decide to disqualify the contestant. 

f) A contestant must be ready to perform his act at least ten minutes before the scheduled time. 

The jury may disqualify a contestant who is not ready by this ten-minute notice. 

g) An act begins when the contestant enters the stage or when the music of the act starts, whichever 

comes first. 

h) At the front of the stage will be two electric lamps, one yellow and one red. After nine minutes of 

a performance, the yellow lamp will be switched on. After the tenth minute, the red lamp will be 

switched on, showing the contestant that he or she is over time and therefore disqualified. 

A contestant will also be disqualified in case of a flashing red lamp if the Jury decides that the act is 

bellow level or is breaking some rules; 

i) Every Contestant must execute orders from the Back-stage Manager, refusing to do so may lead to 

disqualification; 

j) Every contestant is obliged to fill The Теchnical request form and to send it to the Organizers et 
least a week before the start of the Gathering, contestant without such a FORM will have to perform 

only at basic lights. 

 

5. Prizes: 

a) Grand Prix of the Municipality of Gabrovo - a Grand Prix will be awarded by the jury; 

b) Special Contest Awards · The Jury can issue one or more awards for an invention and for 'Most 

Original Act' to the act (in any category) that can justify such a decision; 

c) The Organizers Special Award will be awarded to the winner in Close-up; 

d) Special Award of the Jury will be awarded to the winner in Stage competition; 

e) Prize “Rising Star of Magic” – will be awarded to the winner in the Junior Category. 

 

 


